AQUILA THE EAGLE
Aquila the next
Divides the ether with her ardent wing Beneath the Swan, not far from Pegasus, Poetic Eagle.
THE history of the constellation Aquila, the Eagle, is especially interesting both because in this case we can trace it back very clearly to the earliest times, and the original Euphratean name has been preserved.
The Sumerian-Akkadian Eagle was "Alula" (the great spirit), the symbol of the noontide sun, and in all probability the origin of the present constellation. On a Euphratean uranographic stone of about 1200 B.C., there is a bird figured, known as the Eagle, which is supposed to represent the constellation of Aquila.
The Latins knew this constellation as Aquila, and their poets called it "Jovis Ales" and "Jovis Nutrix," the "Bird" and the "Nurse of Jove." Ovid called it "Me-rops," King of the island of Cos, in the Archipelago, turned into the Eagle of the sky, and placed among the stars by Juno. Others thought it some ^Ethiopian king like Cepheus.
Aquila is generally joined with Antinous, an asterism invented by Tycho Brahe. Antinous was a youth of Bithynia in Asia Minor, who came to an untimely death by drowning in the river Nile. So greatly was his death lamented by the Emperor Adrian, that he erected a temple to his memory, and built in honour of him a splendid city on the banks of the Nile.
45in Persia 3000 B.C., when near the ^ solstice. It was also called "the magnificent Royal £ and was one of the four Royal stars of astrology, ruling the four cardinal points of the heavens, the other stai ing Regulus, Antares, and Aldebaran: These four were also regarded as the four guardians of Heaven, t nels watching over the other stars.
